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reached "Winchester that night. Tho following CHAP.xvi
morning ho started lio join his command. Ho had
scarcely got out of town whon ho mot his won re-
turning iu panic from tho front, and also hoard
heavy firing to tho south. I Jo immediately ordorod
the cavalry at Winchester to bo deployed across
tho Valley to stop tho stragglers. Leaving mom-
bors of his staiT to take care of Winchester and tho
public property there, ho sot out with a. small es-
cort directly for tho scene of battle. As ho met tho
fugitives ho ordered th<un to turn baok, romindinf?
them that tlioy woro going tlui wrong way. llis
presence soon restored <*.on(idom*o. Finding thotn-
selves worse friglilened tlutn hurt, tluujiou did halt
and turn back. Many of those who had run ton
miles got back in time to rodoom their reputation
as gallant soldiers before night.

When Bhoridangotto tho front he found Uottyand w.axMn
Ouster still holding their ground (irmly between tho
Confederates and our rotreai ing troops, lOvorything
in the rear was now ordorod up* fcShoridan at once
proceeded to intrench his position ; and ho awaited
an assault from tho onomy. This was made with
vigor, and was diroelod principally against- Kmory'H n>ui M4
corps, which had susl-atmni (he principal loss in tho
first attack. By one o'clock tho attaick was repulsed.
Early was so badly damaged that ho seemed disin-
clined to make another attack, but went to work to
intrench himself with a view to holding tho position
he had already gained, lie thought, no doubt, that
Sheridan would bo glad onough to leave him un-
molested; but in this he wan mistaken,,

About the middle of tho afternoon Bheridan ad-
vancod.   He sent his cavalry by both flanks, and
